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for the progressive democracy which Czechoslovakia became.
Never did two men agree so thoroughly in ideals, in principles
and policy, and, though separated by huge distances during
the war, work out in such parallel fashion the numerous and
difficult problems of the liberation of a nation and the
launching of a new state in a chaotic world. Theirs is an
achievement of abiding significance for educators everywhere
on the value of sound education in the Social Sciences, accom-
panied by training in the field of action. They were the
teachers of something new, the harbingers of a new statesman-
ship which will be increasingly necessary in the world of the
future, if it is to begin to solve its problems.

Conducted through secret channels, in close collaboration
with a disciplined and enlightened nation, the diplomatic and
military struggle led by Professor Masaryk and Dr. Benes
based itself on a clear political programme, which was soon
incorporated in the war aims of the Entente, on sound means
and methods for carrying it out, and on the organization of
armed forces, which, as in the case of the Czechoslovak Army
in Russia, were to electrify the Entente with their achieve-
ments. Step by step, the Czechoslovak nation in line with
these developments passed from passive to active resistance.
Thus Czechoslovakia was recognized as a state de jure before
the signing of the armistice with Austria-Hungary. Dr. Benes
entered the Peace Conference as the representative of a fully
recognized state, the first so admitted from Central and
Eastern Europe.

In spite of this unique and amazing achievement, the task
of Dr. Benes and the Czechoslovak Delegation which he
headed, assisted for a time by Prime Minister Dr. Karel
Kramaf, was not an easy one. Austria-Hungary had disap-
peared, even if there still remained irreconcilable and hostile
elements, partly religious, partly racial, which somehow hoped
to salvage or resuscitate the fallen empire in some form or
other or at least to prevent the construction of a viable Czecho-